The Principal Players

A partnership between Felipe Carrasco and Paul Kinney has been
formed to purchase and operate The Paloma River Lodge.

Felipe, born and raised in Coyhaique, has been fishing the
surrounding rivers since being a young teen, he even worked at
the Paloma Lodge as a camp hand when the lodge was first started
in the early 90's. The 2003, 04, & 05, seasons, he worked for
Yan Kee Way Lodge in Ensenada and El Patagon Lodge in La
Junta. Felipe speaks fluent English and loves to guide his clients
on sight fishing trips.

Paul is the General Manager for Southern Chile Expeditions,
parent company for the Yan Kee Way Lodge and EIl Patagon
Lodge. Having been hired in 1997 Paul has overseen the
construction and development of the two better known and
more luxurious lodges in Chile.

Both look forward to the opportunity to open the Paloma River
Lodge, as they know what a great fishery it is, the rewards that
a client can achieve dry fly fishing, in the pristine environs of
the Paloma river valley.

Their plans are to build a new lodge for 6 anglers during the
Chilean winter months of 2006, but during the 2006 season,
January through March, they will host only 4 rods per week.
Part of their philosophy is to maintain a small group size with
extended personal service and friendly atmosphere.

How to get there
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Rising from the ashes

The Paloma Lodge burned down in 2003, we have purchased
the land and the remaining infrastructure and will reopen to the
fly-fishing public in January 2006. During the 2006 season of
operation, the lodge will attend a maximum of 4 rods per week
and will be open for a total of 16 weeks closing at the end of
April.

Many of you know the fishing available at the lodge, having
been open and attending 8 anglers per week for years, plus the
recent stories that have been written about the Paloma River
and it’s tributaries. In addition to the rivers and lakes that are
well known, some additional access points have been secured
through local farmers that are long time friends of one of the
new lodge partners. The lodge will be using two Aire 14’ self
bailing rafts with rowing frames for the float trips and one all
welded 16’ jet sled for the bottom of the Paloma river along
with another boat located at a key lake fishing access.

The original guide house has been newly renovated for the fishing
clients for this season. The entire interior of the house, all 1980
sq. feet, has been gutted and reconstructed with 4 very spacious
bedrooms with private baths and queen size beds for the clients.
There are 2 additional bedrooms with private bathrooms that
will be used by the lodge employees. The kitchen is open to
view from the dining room and the large common room, where
fishing stories will be shared over a large selection of Chilean
wine.

The Location

Deep in the heart of the Chilean Patagonia lies a magical place
of high mountain vistas, breathtakingly blue water and beautiful
trout. The majestic peaks of the Andes loom high above the
surrounding valleys, their glacial mantles giving rise to the cold,
rushing rivers that make this region an angler’s dream. Often
compared to Montana of 30 years ago, this region is remote and
sparsely populated. It is a land of dirt wagon roads and small
villages where the local huasos, or cowboys, drive cattle from
horseback. Despiteits similarity to the American west, it is also
very different. The flora is varied and beautiful. Different micro
climates in these mountains create small habitats that play host
to a plethora of plant species.

Anglers will also have the chance to see condors, eagles, ibis,
giant kingfishers and parakeets overhead and riverside. On the
banks of the Paloma River, catering in comfort, to only 4 anglers
per week, the lodge is nestled between the river and the mountains.

Deep in the Paloma River Valley, the lodge is close to all the
best waters in the Paloma valley. With very short drive times to
put ins and take outs, most of your day will be spent in the water,
not the truck.

The Fishing

While at The Paloma River Lodge you will be fishing with either
streamers or dries, with about 80% of your fishing done with dry
flies. Dry flies that are big and ugly will work best at this lodge.
Because of the six different types of beetles in the area, the trout are
accustomed to pounding large bugs on the water surface. This is
the dry fly fisherman's paradise in every respect, since most of the
dries that we use are between sizes 4 and 10 all summer long.

Streamers are productive all year round but their key roll is in the
lakes and during the fall season. Nymphs have typically not been
used in the rivers but they can be productive in the crystal clear
lakes when sighting fish.

Anglers that can cast 40 feet will be able to reach most of the fish
in our rivers. Intermediate to expert fly fisherman that follow the
guides suggestions should expect to see 20 to 30 trout a day. The
weather can drastically reduce our productivity but shutouts are
very rare because of the many lakes in our area.

The Trout

Normal-size trout are between 14 and 17 inches. There are many
over 18 inches and it is not uncommon to get several chances at
browns over 22 inches. As far as the size of the fish is concerned,
an average day here can outweigh a good day on most Montana or
Idaho rivers. Superb days here will leave an everlasting impression
on even the most experienced of anglers. The Paloma River has
received a lot of press recently with the stories of stellar days and
personal record trout being taken on dry flies.

The Fishing Season

The fishing season officially opens in mid October and runs until
the first Sunday in May. The best dry-fly fishing generally occurs
from January to the end of March, although Nov. and Dec. are
great spring months and very large trout on the move, generally
taken on steamers, can make an angler’s dream come true. March
brings cooler mornings and evenings and the rivers reach their
lowest volume, but the cooler days bring the truly big fish out
of the lakes and into the rivers for spawning. The pre-spawn
streamer fishing can be incredible from mid March to mid April.
Those that want lots of big fish will endure fishing the shorter
days in April, to have an experience of a life time going after very
large trout with large dries.

The Conditions

Conditions here can be challenging at times but the rewards are
worth it. We use 4-wheel drive vehicles, jet boats and drift boats
to access our fishing areas. There is some walking required such
as up side channels of the Paloma River or to the outlets of the
lakes, but the distances are not great. We describe our wading
as fairly easy because the rivers are not slick. Some excellent
fishing can also be found in the harder to reach rivers for those
anglers who are willing and able to walk greater distances.
For beginning anglers we recommend spending a couple of days
on the smaller creeks as a warm-up before hitting the big rivers.
The wind can be a factor, particularly in November and December
but tends to calm down by mid-January. February through April
is generally the best time to avoid the wind but in Patagonia the
weather is variable and unpredictable.

Appropriate Apparel

Clothing: The weather in Patagonia is constantly changing. One
afternoon it may be 70° (+) and sunny, down right hot; then only
a few hours later it may be rainy, damp, windy and in the low 50°s
or cooler. It is not uncommon to have morning temperatures in
the mid to low thirties, especially when clear weather prevails,
warming to a balmy 50° or 60° degrees by the end of the day.
Clothing strategies should be based on the "layering system." Here
a formula that will work well for you.

1. Base Layer: Start off with a (synthetic) type fabric next to your
skin. This often is a pair of thermal underwear (tops and bottoms)
and they usually come in three weights: light, mid and expedition.
According to your individual metabolism, pick what is best for
you. Synthetic (non-cotton) materials retain little moisture and
"wick" moisture away from your skin. This is very important when
you are walking in waders or when outside temperatures heat up.
2. Thermal Layer: Your second layer of insulation should match
the weather and conditions you are going to be fishing in, lightweight
insulation for cool weather, mid-weight for colder conditions, and
heavy weight for really frigid conditions. Fleece is an outstanding
choice here in either tops and bottoms or overalls. Wool is also a
good choice, as it stays warm when damp, but dries very slowly.
3. Outer Shell: (Rain jacket & Waders): Your final layer should
be a rain jacket and waders.




